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She was born around 1869 in Olgossa, Darfur, Sudan
Died: February 8, 1947, in Italy
Festival date: February 8

Saint Josefina Bakhita, better known as "Mãe Moretta" (our Morena Morena), took 144 physical scars throughout her life; scars that were received after she was kidnapped at age nine and sold into slavery.

Message of Pope Francis: 
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

Today, February 8, liturgical memory of Saint Josefina Bakhita, the Sudanese Sister who, as a girl, had the tragic experience of being a victim of trafficking. The Unions of Superiors and Superiors-Generals of religious Institutes promoted the Day of prayer and reflection against human trafficking. I encourage those who are committed to helping enslaved, exploited, abused men, women as instruments of work or pleasure and often tortured and mutilated. I hope that all those with government responsibilities will commit themselves with determination to remove the causes of this shameful wound, an unworthy wound of civil society. Each of us feels committed to being the voice of these brothers and sisters, humiliated in their dignity. Let us all pray together ...

(Pope Francis: Angelus 8 February 2015)
